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The South River Iriends Meeting House stands on the open summit of a hill

on the southern edge of Lynchburg, facing its burying ground and flanked by
the Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Church, whose congregation owns the meeting
house. Complcted in 1798, it is a rubble stone structure, approximately

30 by 51 feet, with walls 16 inches thick, and 12 feet high. Three large
windows with modern six~over-six sash and two doorways pierce the south
facade, There are five bays of windows along the rear (north), and ancther
doorway exists in the two-bhay east gable,

The building fell into decay when the Quakers left Lynchburg in the 1840s
and abandoned the meeting house, The rxoof and interior were lost; a Civil
War photograph shows a tree growing inside the walls. 1In the early twen-
tieth century a Preshyterian group renovated the building and held services
there. The present roof structure, as well as the shaped shingles on the
gables, the shaped slates on the roof, the doors, and other trim, dates from
that renovation. Turther restoration was undertaken by the City of Lynchbur
in the late 1960s, New partitions to separate men from women in the Quaker
manner and now benches were installed, and additional work is planned.

The graveyvard is noteworthy in itself, having a fine collection of mortuary
art, The earliest markers are Fricends' stones of the carly nincteenth
century-~crudely shaped native stone, either hlank or with initials and a
date, many adhering to the Quaker standard restricting such markers to
heights of 6 inches or less. A few, however, are larger, professionally
carved monuments in chavactevistic “gravestone' shapes, but even many of
thesc adhere to the practice of having only initials. The "A.P/180%" stone
iz an example. There is some evidence that the cemetery continued to be
used following the Quakers' departure. Outside the stone wall surrcunding
most of the graveyard is the thin, cruciform, homemade slate stone of the
infant James H. Viar, dated 1892. Scme inleresting survivals of Victorian
cemetery art arve present in the twentieth-century Presbyterian portion of
the cemetery, including two marble markers erected over the graves of member
of the Woodmen of the World, one in the form of an upright log, the other
resembling a stack of cordwood. These date from the 1920s.

DU

G

ko

[45]

SNOILIONYL1lSNI

225




i ONS

~ T
- i

NSTRU

SEE

BSleNrmicANCE T T ) - ]

rERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{7] Pre-Columbian! {73 16th Century KX 18th Century [ 20tk Century
{3 15th Century {3 17th Century [71 19tk Century : )

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable &nd Known}

AREAS OF SIGN!'FIcaNcE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal ] Education ("} Pelitical L Urban Planning
[] Prehistoric [} Engineering fr¥ Religian/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
] Historic [} Industry losophy
[ Agriculture - {71 tnvention "} Science —
XNR Architecture ] Londscape 7 Sculpture
X A ) ’ Architzcture [] Secial/Human-
) Commerce T Literature itarion
[[] Communications 1 Military 1 Theater
[J Conservation 1 Music "} Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South River Fricnds Meeting House, commonly known as the Quaker Meeting
House, is significant for its intimate connections with the settlement of
Campbell County and the founding of Lynchburgz. Though much restored, it is
a good example of the standard Quaker meeting house type and 1s an uvnusual
survival in this area of Virginia,

The Society of Friends, or Quakers, had appeared in Virginia soon after the
sect's founding in the mid-seventeenth century, end a handful of Friends
were the third group of settlers to come to Campbell County in the mid-
gighteenth century. Among these early immigrants was the family of Charles
Lynch, whose wife Sarah was a Quaker., After her husband's death she invited
the Friends to hold informal meetings in her house, and in 1754 permission
was obtained from the Soclety to form an organized “meceting', or congrega-
tion, to be called the Scuth River Meeting after its location below the
James River. A meeting house, traditionally believed. to have been built of
log, was evected near the site of the present one in 1757, but it burned in
1768 and was replaced by a frame building located on the same spot as the
present building.,

The present meeting house was planned in 1791, Tts cernerstone (stolen
during the nineteenth-certury period of abandomment) was laid in 1792, bur |
financial difficulties prevented the completion of the building until 1798,
The predominance in numbers and precedence in settlcment of TFriends in the
vicinity was such that this was the only weligicus edifice in the Lynchburg
area {(except for an Anglican church built in 1765 and abandoned a decade
later) until 1806.

The new mecting house was located on a ten-acre tracit given by Sarah Lyneh'y
son, Jobm, a prospercus busimessman who, in 1786, had obtained a charter fox
tle city of Lynchburg, to be built at the site of his ferry across the James
River. That ten acres, intact save for a small portion taken by a highway,
comprises the present holding of the Quaker Memorial Presbyterian Chureh.,

Like Quakers throughout the United States, the Lynchburg Quakers began in
the Yate eightcenth century to free themselves of the taint of slavery, and
by 1798 no slaves were owned by any menber of the South River Monthly
Mecting. This action avoused the animosity of other area residents, but it
was restraincd until 1833 when an agreement by local merchants not to trade
with "outside agitators" was read by Quakers as an oblique warning to them-
sclves. The trickle of movement by the Quakers to the west, begun in 1813

with the emigration of a small group to Chio, became a flood, and the mass
(see continuation sheet #2)
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exodus of 1835-37 (mostly to Ohic) left Lynchburg virtually empty of the
denomination. Meetings for worship ended in 1839, although the keeping of
vital records was continued until the ofificial "laying down'", or disbandment,
of the HMeeting in 1858, 1Iis period of neglect lasted for over forty years
and was exacerbated by the Battle ¢of Lynehburg fought around it on June 18,
1863. A Presbyterian Sunday School was founded on the grounds in 1897, and
the by-then ruinous meeting house was pestored in the first decade of the
twentieth century.

The South River Meeting House is of a type almost universal for rural Friends
meebing houses in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries-~a one-stovy sitruc-
ture built to have separate entrances and separate compartments for men and

women, a raised platform facing the group for the use of ministers and elders
of the meeling, and a movable partition between the two secctions to allow all
those attending to hear important visiting speakers. The building's signifi-
cance is enhanced by the presence of its adjacent burying ground which, in ite
varying adherence to Quaker standards for grave markings, presents a more

human picture of Friends life than do their ideals of conduct taken in them-
sclves. Buried there are Sarah Lynch (in an unmarked grave) and her son John,
the founder of the city, whose resting place is marked by a plain Quaker stong
and a modern plaque.
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